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·  Geography 

South Africa, on the continent's southern tip, is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean on the west 

and by the Indian Ocean on the south and east. Its neighbors are Namibia in the northwest, 

Zimbabwe and Botswana in the north, and Mozambique and Swaziland in the northeast. 

The kingdom of Lesotho forms an enclave within the southeast part of South Africa, which 

occupies an area nearly three times that of California. 

 

The southernmost point of Africa is Cape Agulhas, located in the Western Cape Province 

about 100 mi (161 km) southeast of the Cape of Good Hope. 

The Free State is particularly flat due to the fact that it lies centrally on the high plateau. North 
of the Vaal River, the Highveld becomes better watered and does not experience subtropical 
extremes of heat. Johannesburg, in the centre of the Highveld, is at 1,740 metres (5,709 ft) 
and receives an annual rainfall of  760 millimetres (30 in). Winters in this region are cold, 
although snow is rare. 



To the north of Johannesburg, the altitude drops beyond the Highveld's escarpment, and 
turns into the lower lying Bushveld, an area of mixed dry forest and an abundance of wildlife. 
East of the Highveld, beyond the eastern escarpment, the Lowveld stretches towards the 
Indian ocean. It has particularly high temperatures, and is also the location of extended 
subtropical agriculture. The mountains of the Barberton Greenstone belt in the lowveld are 
the oldest mountains on Earth, dating back 3.5 Billion years. The earliest reliable proof of life 
(dated 3.2–3.5 Billion years old) has been found in these mountains. 

The high Drakensberg mountains, which form the south-eastern escarpment of the 
Highveld, offer limited skiing opportunities in winter.The coldest place in South Africa is 
Sutherland in the western Roggeveld Mountains, where midwinter temperatures can reach 
as low as �15 degrees Celsius (5 °F). The deep interior has the hottest temperatures: A 
temperature of 51.7 °C (125 °F) was recorded in 1948 in the Northern Cape Kalahari near 
Upington.  

South Africa also has one possession, the small sub-Antarctic archipelago of the Prince 
Edward Islands, consisting of Marion Island  (290 km²/112 sq mi) and Prince Edward 
Island (45 km²/17.3 sq mi) (not to be confused with the Canadian province of the same 
name). 

 

 



 

 

·  Climate 

South Africa has a generally temperate climate, due in part to it being surrounded by the 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans on three sides, by its location in the climatically milder southern 
hemisphere and due to the average elevation rising steadily towards the north (towards the 
equator) and further inland. Due to this varied topography and oceanic influence, a great 
variety of climatic zones exist. 

The climatic zones vary, from the extreme desert of the southern Namib in the farthest 
northwest to the lush subtropical climate in the east along the Mozambique border and the 
Indian ocean. From the east, the land quickly rises over a mountainous escarpment towards 
the interior plateau known as the Highveld. Even though South Africa is classified as semi-
arid, there is considerable variation in climate as well as topography. 

The interior of South Africa is a vast, rather flat, and sparsely populated scrubland, Karoo, 
which is drier towards the northwest along the Namib desert. In contrast, the eastern 
coastline is lush and well-watered, which produces a climate similar to the tropics. The 
extreme southwest has a climate remarkably similar to that of the Mediterranean with wet 
winters and hot, dry summers, hosting the famous Fynbos Biome. This area also produces 
much of South Africa's wine. This region is also particularly known for its wind, which blows 
intermittently almost all year. The severity of this wind made passing around the Cape of 
Good Hope particularly treacherous for sailors, causing many shipwrecks. Further east on the 
country's south coast, rainfall is distributed more evenly throughout the year, producing a 
green landscape. This area is popularly known as the Garden Route. 

 



 

 

 

·  Places to visit 

The best places to visit in South Africa include the stunning coastal towns of Hermanus, Cape 
Town, Knysna and Durban. Enjoy the mountain air in Hogsback and the Drakensberg. Settle 
back with world class wines from the Cape Winelands and enjoy a safari in the oldest and best 
Wildlife Park in Southern Africa -- Kruger National Park. No trip to South Africa would be 
complete without a visit to a township, and Soweto is the largest and most vibrant of them all. 

Kruger National Park  is the largest game reserve in South Africa. It’s named after 
Stephanus Johannes Paul Kruger who was a prezident.It covers 18,989 square km 
(7,332 sq mi) and extends 350km (217mi) from north to south and 60km (37mi) from east to 
west.To the west and south of the Kruger National Park are the two South African provinces 
of Mpumalanga and Limpopo. In the north is Zimbabwe, and to the east is Mozambique. It is 
now part of the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park, a peace park that links Kruger National 
Park with the Gonarezhou National Park in Zimbabwe, and with the Limpopo National Park 
in Mozambique.The park is part of the Kruger to Canyons Biosphere, an area designated by 
the United Nations Education and Scientific Organisation (UNESCO) as an International Man 
and Biosphere Reserve (the "Biosphere").The park is the site of the popular, eyewitness viral 
video, Battle at Kruger. 



   

  

 

 

Cape Town and the Cape Peninsula Attractions & Destinations: With its majestic Table 
Mountain backdrop, Cape Town is one of the most beautiful cities in the world. A harmonious 
blend of architectural styles reflects the tastes of dictates of the past as well as today's more 
functional requirements. Between the high-rise office blocks, Edwardian and Victorian 
buildings have been meticulously preserved, and many outstanding examples of Cape Dutch 
architecture are found. Narrow, cobble stone streets and the strongly Islamic ambiance of the 
Bo-Kaap enhance the cosmopolitan ambiance of the city.  
 
Cape Town shopping options invite you to endlessly browse. Elegant malls such as the 
Victoria Wharf at the V&A Waterfront, antique shops, craft markets, flea markets and art 
galleries abound. Specialist boutiques offer atractive kinds of unusual items not readily 
obtainable elsewhere. Gourmets and lovers of fine wines have a treat in store, with the 
Constantia Winelands producing some of the finest wines worldwide. 



 

 

Mpumalanga Highlands - The Highlands Meander: The Highlands Meander is situated in 
the higher reaches of the escarpment and it is sandwiched between the Cultural Heartland and 
The Panorama regions and includes the towns of Belfast, Dullstroom, Lydenburg, 
Machadodorp and Waterval Boven. The Highlands Meander is a region for both nature lovers 
and the adventurous at heart.  
 
Dubbed the 'Trout Mecca' this region has an abundance of pristine fishing waters that never 
cease to lure fly fishers in their droves. The imposing mountains and rivers of the Meander 
presents the opportunity for adrenaline pumping activities such as rock climbing, abseiling, 
canoeing, hot air ballooning and paragliding to mention a few. Major highlights of the region 
include a vibrant arts and crafts community. 



  

 

                       

 

Sun City | The Sun City Resort: Deep in the rugged bushveld, in the heart of an ancient 
volcano, lies the world's most unique resort, the internationally acclaimed Sun City. The 
Resort has a unique heartbeat and an African rhythm of its own and is unlike any other Resort 
destination in the world. This is pure fantasy and your every desire is met. There are four 
world-class hotels including the magnificent Palace of the Lost City that glitters like a jewel 
beneath the African sun, brilliant in its rain forest surroundings and luxurious in its detail and 
design. Adjoining the Resort, is the beautiful Pilanesberg National Park, which will delight 
game viewers as it is a malaria free zone and home to the "Big 5". (Buffalo, Elephant, 
Leopard, Lion and Rhino). 



 

 

Kalahari Destinations and Attractions: The Kalahari desert is part of the huge sand basin 
that reaches from the Orange River up to Angola in the west to Namibia and in the east to 
Zimbabwe. The sand masses were created by the erosion of soft stone formations. The wind 
shaped the sand ridges, which are so typical of the landscape in the Kalahari. Only in recent 
geological history (10 to 20,000 years ago) were the dunes stabilised through vegetation. 
Unlike the dunes of the Namib Desert, those of the Kalahari are stable and not wandering. 



     

                                

 

·  History 

South Africa contains some of the oldest archaeological sites in Africa. Extensive fossil 
remains at the Sterkfontein, Kromdraai and Makapansgat caves suggest that various 



australopithecines existed in South Africa from about three million years ago. These were 
succeeded by various species of Homo, including Homo habilis, Homo erectus and 
modern man, Homo sapiens. Settlements of Bantu-speaking peoples, who were iron-
using agriculturists and herdsmen, were already present south of the Limpopo River by 
the fourth or fifth century  (see Bantu expansion) displacing and absorbing the original 
KhoiSan speakers. They slowly moved south and the earliest ironworks in modern-day 
KwaZulu-Natal Province are believed to date from around 1050. The southernmost 
group was the Xhosa people, whose language incorporates certain linguistic traits from 
the earlier KhoiSan people, reaching the Fish River, in today's Eastern Cape Province. 
These Iron Age populations displaced earlier people, who often had hunter-gatherer 
societies, as they migrated. 

                                                       

Indigenous people of what is now South Africa include the Khoikhoi and the San. 

European settlement  

In 1487, the Portuguese explorer Bartolomeu Dias became the first European to reach the 
southernmost tip of Africa. The King of Portugal, John II,  named it the Cabo da Boa 
Esperança or Cape of Good Hope as it led to the riches of India. In 1652 a refreshment 
station was established at the Cape of Good Hope by Jan van Riebeeck on behalf of the 
Dutch East India Company. Slaves were brought from Indonesia, Madagascar, and India 
as a labour source for the Dutch immigrants in Cape Town. As they expanded east, the 
Dutch settlers eventually met the south-westerly expanding Xhosa people in the region of the 
Fish River. A series of wars, called Cape Frontier Wars, ensued, mainly caused by 
conflicting land and livestock interests. 

Great Britain seized the Cape of Good Hope area in 1795 ostensibly to stop it falling into 
the hands of the French, but also seeking to use Cape Town in particular as a stop on the 
route to Australia and India. It was later returned to the Dutch in 1803, but soon afterwards 
the Dutch East India Company declared bankruptcy, and the British annexed the Cape 
Colony in 1806. The British continued the frontier wars against the Xhosa, pushing the 
eastern frontier eastward through a line of forts established along the Fish River and 
consolidating it by encouraging British settlement. Due to pressure of abolitionist societies in 
Britain, the British  parliament first stopped its global slave trade in 1807, then abolished 
slavery in all its colonies in 1833. 



 

Painting of an account of the arrival of Jan van Riebeeck, the first European to settle in South 
Africa, with Devil's Peak in the background. 

British colony 

The discovery of diamonds in 1867 and gold in 1884 in the interior encouraged economic 
growth and immigration, intensifying the subjugation of the indigenous peoples. The Boers 
successfully resisted British encroachments during the First Boer War (1880–1881) using 
guerrilla warfare tactics, much better suited to local conditions. However, the British 
returned in greater numbers without their red jackets in the Second Boer War (1899–1902). 
The Boers' attempt to ally themselves with German South-West Africa provided the British 
with yet another excuse to take control of the Boer Republics. 

The Boers resisted fiercely, but the British eventually overwhelmed the Boer forces, using 
their superior numbers, improved tactics and external supply chains. Also during this war, the 
British  used controversial concentration camps and scorched earth tactics, forcing whole 
families into crowded tents and burning their houses. Crops were burnt and all livestock 
slaughtered to demoralise the resisting Boers. The Treaty of Vereeniging specified full 
British sovereignty over the South African republics, and the British government agreed to 
assume the £3,000,000 war debt owed by the Afrikaner governments. One of the main 
conditions of the treaty ending the war was that "Blacks" would not be allowed to vote, 
except in the Cape Colony. 



 

Boer guerrillas during the Second Boer War. 

 

Independence 

After four years of negotiating, the Union of South Africa was created from the Cape and 
Natal colonies, as well as the republics of Orange Free State and Transvaal, on May 31, 
1910, exactly eight years after the end of the Second Boer War. The newly-created Union of 
South Africa was a dominion. The Natives' Land Act of 1913 severely restricted the 
ownership of land by 'blacks', at that stage to a mere 7% of the country, although this amount 
was eventually increased marginally. The union was effectively granted independence from 
the United Kingdom with the passage of the Statute of Westminster, which morphed the 
British king's position within South Africa into that of the distinct King of South Africa. In 
1934, the South African Party and National Party merged to form the United Party, 
seeking reconciliation between Afrikaners and English-speaking "W hites", but split in 
1939 over the Union's entry into World War II  as an ally of the United Kingdom, a move 
which the National Party strongly opposed. 

In 1948, the National Party was elected to power, and began implementing a series of harsh 
segregationist laws that would become known collectively as apartheid. Not surprisingly, this 
segregation also applied to the wealth acquired during rapid industrialisation of the 1950s, 
'60s, and '70s. While the White minority enjoyed the highest standard of living in all of 



Africa, often comparable to "First World"  western nations, the Black majority remained 
disadvantaged by almost every standard, including income, education, housing, and life 
expectancy. However, the average income and life expectancy of a black, Indian or 
"Coloured"  South African compared favourably to many other African states, such as 
Ghana and Tanzania as education and health were provided, though selectively. On 31 May 
1961, following a whites-only referendum, the country became a republic and left the 
Commonwealth. The office of Governor-General was abolished and replaced with the 
position of State President. 

Apartheid became increasingly controversial, leading to widespread sanctions and 
divestment abroad and growing unrest and oppression within South Africa. (See also the 
article on the History of South Africa in the apartheid era.) A long period of harsh suppression 
by the government, and at times violent resistance, strikes, marches, protests, and sabotage by 
bombing and other means, by various anti-apartheid movements, most notably the African 
National Congress (ANC), followed. In the late 1970s, South Africa began a program of 
nuclear weapons, and in the following decade it produced six deliverable nuclear weapons. 
The rationale for the nuclear arsenal is disputed, but it is believed that Vorster and P.W. 
Botha wanted to be able to catalyse American intervention in the event of a war between 
South Africa and the Cuban-supported MPLA government of Angola. 

                                  

Balthazar Johannes Vorster                Pieter Willem Botha 

Democracy 

In 1990 the National Party government took the first step towards negotiating itself out of 
power when it lifted the ban on the African National Congress and other left-wing political 
organisations, and released Nelson Mandela from prison after twenty-seven years' 
incarceration on a sabotage sentence. Apartheid  legislation was gradually removed from the 
statute books, and South Africa also destroyed its nuclear arsenal and acceded to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty . The first multi-racial elections were held in 1994, which the ANC 
won by an overwhelming majority. It has been in power ever since. 

Despite the end of apartheid, millions of South Africans, mostly black, continued to live in 
poverty. This is partly attributed to the legacy of the apartheid system and, increasingly, as 
what many see as the failure of the current government to tackle social issues, coupled with 
the monetary and fiscal discipline of the current government to ensure both redistribution of 
wealth and economic growth. Since the ANC government took power, South Africa's United 
Nations Human Development Index has fallen dramatically, while it was steadily rising 
until the mid-1990s. Much of this could be attributed to the AIDS pandemic and the 
government's failure to take steps to address it. However, the ANC's social housing policy 



has produced some improvement in living conditions in many areas by redirecting fiscal 
spending and improving the efficiency of the tax collection system. 

 

Nelson Mandela 

 

 

·  System of  government 

South africa is parliamentary democracy. South Africa is the only country in the world with 
three capital cities:Cape Town, the largest of the three, is the legislative capital; Pretoria 
is the administrative capital; and Bloemfontein is the judicial capital. South Africa has a 
bicameral parliament: the ninety members of the National Council of Provinces (the upper 
house); and the four hundred members of the National Assembly (the lower house). 
Members of the lower house are elected on a population basis by proportional representation: 
half of the members are elected from national lists and half are elected from provincial lists. 
Ten members are elected to represent each province in the National Council of Provinces, 
regardless of the population of the province. Elections for both chambers are held every five 



years. The government is formed in the lower house, and the leader of the majority party in 
the National Assembly is the President. 

Current South African politics are dominated by the African National Congress (ANC), 
which received 69.7% of the vote during the last 2004 general election and 66.3% of the vote 
in the 2006 municipal election. The current (2004-2009 term) President of South Africa is 
Thabo Mbeki, who succeeded former President Nelson Mandela. The main challenger to the 
ANC's rule is the Democratic Alliance party, which received 12.4% of the vote in the 2004 
election and 14.8% in the 2006 election. The leader of this party is Helen Zille (elected 6 May 
2007). The previous leader of the party was Tony Leon. The formerly dominant New 
National Party, which introduced apartheid through its predecessor, the National Party, 
chose to merge with the ANC on 9 April 2005. Other major political parties represented in 
Parliament are the Inkatha Freedom Party, which mainly represents Zulu  voters, and the 
Independent Democrats, who took 6.97% and 1.7% of the vote respectively, in the 2004 
election. 

However since 2004 the country has suffered many thousands of popular protests, some 
violent, making it, according to one academic, the "most protest-rich country in the world".[6] 
Many of these protests have been organised from the growing shanty towns that surround 
South African cities. 

  

        Johanesburg Municipal buildnig                                The Cape Town city hall 



 

The Union Buildings in Pretoria  is the home of the South African executive 

 

The Capital city of South Africa,Cape Town 

·  Sports 

The main sports in South Africa are soccer, rugby, cricket and boxing. Other sports with 
significant support are swimming, golf and netball. Basketball, surfing and skateboarding are 
popular among the youth. 

Famous boxing personalities include Baby Jake Jacob Matlala, Vuyani Bungu, Welcome 
Ncita, "the rose of Soweto" Dingaan Thobela, Gerrie Coetzee and Brian Mitchell. Football 
players who have excelled in international clubs include Lucas Radebe of Leeds United and 



Quinton Fortune, formerly of Manchester United, Benni McCarthy of Blackburn 
Rovers and Steven Pienaar of Everton. South Africa produced Formula 1 motor racing's 
1979 world champion Jody Scheckter. 

South Africa hosted and won the 1995 Rugby World Cup at their first attempt and again 
won the 2007 Rugby World Cup in France, beating reigning champions England in the 
final. South Africa was only allowed to participate from 1995 since the end of Apartheid. It 
followed the 1995 Rugby World Cup final by hosting and winning the 1996 African Cup of 
Nations football tournament. It also hosted the 2003 Cricket World Cup and the Pro20 
Cricket World Cup in 2007. South Africa will be the host nation for the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup, which will be the first time the tournament is held on the African continent. As the 2010 
World Cup Host country the South African national soccer team (Bafana Bafana) will 
automatically qualify to play in the 2010 World Cup finals. The South African National 
Soccer team will be coached by Brazilian Coach Joel Santana. 

In 2004, the team of Roland Schoeman, Lyndon Ferns, Darian Townsend and Ryk 
Neethling won the gold medal at the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens, simultaneously 
breaking the world record in the 4x100 freestyle relay. Schoeman, Ferns, and Neethling 
trained at the University of Arizona. Previously Penny Heyns won Olympic Gold in the 
1996 Atlanta Olympic Games. Several other swimmers have participated and won in 
international swimming events. 

In golf, Gary Player is generally regarded as one of the greatest golfers of all time, having 
won the Career Grand Slam, one of five golfers to have done so. Other South African 
golfers to have successfully won a major tournament include Bobby Locke, Ernie Els, Retief 
Goosen and Trevor Immelman, who won the Masters in 2008. 

 

Natioal Rugby’s team of South Africa 

Paralympic athletics 

Oscar Leonard Carl Pistorius (born 22 November 1986) is a South African Paralympic 
runner. Known as the "Blade Runner" and "the fastest man on no legs", Pistorius is the double 



amputee world record holder in the 100, 200 and 400 metres events and runs with the aid of 
Cheetah Flex-Foot carbon fibre transtibial artificial limbs by Ossur. In 2007 Pistorius took 
part in his first international able-bodied competitions. However, his artificial lower legs, 
while enabling him to compete, generated claims that he has an unfair advantage over able-
bodied runners. The same year, the International Association of Athletics Federations 
(IAAF)  amended its competition rules to ban the use of "any technical device that 
incorporates springs, wheels or any other element that provides a user with an advantage over 
another athlete not using such a device". It claimed that the amendment was not specifically 
aimed at Pistorius. After monitoring his track performances and carrying out tests, scientists 
took the view that Pistorius enjoyed considerable advantages over athletes without prosthetic 
limbs. On the strength of these findings, on 14 January 2008 the IAAF ruled him ineligible for 
competitions conducted under its rules, including the 2008 Summer Olympics. This decision 
was reversed by the Court of Arbitration for Sport on 16 May 2008, the Court ruling that 
the IAAF had not provided sufficient evidence to prove that Pistorius's prostheses give him an 
advantage over able-bodied athletes. Although eligible to compete in the Beijing 2008 
Olympic Games, Pistorius still has to qualify for the South African team. 

  

 

 

·  Language 

South Africa has eleven official languages: Sepedi, Sesotho, Setswana, siSwati, Tshivenda, 
Xitsonga, Afrikaans, English, isiNdebele, isiXhosa and isiZulu. In this regard it is second 
only to India in number. While each language is technically equal to every other, some 
languages are spoken more than others. According to the 2001 National Census, the three 



most spoken first home languages are Zulu (23.8%), Xhosa (17.6%) and Afrikaans 
(13.3%). Despite the fact that English is recognised as the language of commerce and science, 
it was spoken by only 8.2% of South Africans at home in 2001, an even lower percentage 
than in 1996 (8.6%). 

There are eleven official names for South Africa, one in each of the official national 
languages. The country also recognises eight non-official languages: Fanagalo, Khoe, 
Lobedu, Nama, Northern Ndebele, Phuthi, San and  These non-official languages may be 
used in certain official uses in limited areas where it has been determined that these languages 
are prevalent. Nevertheless, their populations are not such that they require nationwide 
recognition. 

Many of the "unofficial languages" of the San and Khoikhoi people contain regional dialects 
stretching northward into Namibia and Botswana, and elsewhere. These people, who are a 
physically distinct population from other Africans, have their own cultural identity based on 
their hunter-gatherer societies. They have been marginalised to a great extent, and many of 
their languages are in danger of becoming extinct. 

Many white South Africans also speak other European languages, such as Portuguese (also 
spoken by Angolan and Mozambican blacks), German, and Greek, while some Asians and 
Indians in South Africa speak South Asian languages, such as Telugu, Hindi, Gujarati and 
Tamil. 

 

A map showing SA municipalities by language. Lighter shades indicate a non-majority 
plurality. 

��   Afrikaans 
��   Northern Sotho 
��   Southern Sotho 
��   Swati 
��   Tsonga 
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��   Xhosa 
��   Zulu 

 



·  Population 

South Africa is a nation of over 47-million people of diverse origins, cultures, languages and 
beliefs. According to the mid-2007 estimates from Statistics South Africa, the country's 
population stands at some 47.9-million, up from the census 2001 count of 44.8-million��

Africans are in the majority at just over 38-million, making up 79.6% of the total 
population. The white population is estimated at 4.3-million (9.1%), the coloured population 
at 4.2-million (8.9%) and the Indian/Asian population at just short of 1.2-million (2.5%).  

�

While more than three-quarters of South Africa's population is black African, this category is 
neither culturally nor linguistically homogenous���

South Africa's white population descends largely from the colonial immigrants of the late 
17th, 18th and 19th centuries - Dutch, German, French Huguenot and British. 
Linguistically it is divided into Afrikaans- and English-speaking groups, although many small 
communities that have immigrated over the last century retain the use of other languages.  

The label "coloured" is a contentious one, but still used for people of mixed race descended 
from slaves brought in from East and central Africa, the indigenous Khoisan who lived in 
the Cape at the time, indigenous Africans and whites. The majority speak Afrikaans.  

 

South Africa’s people 



 

The original inhabitants: now a tiny community in the Kalahari Desert, the San once had 
southern Africa to themselves 

Khoisan is a term used to describe two separate groups, physically similar in being light-
skinned and small in stature. The Khoi, who were called Hottentots by the Europeans, were 
pastoralists and were effectively annihilated; the San, called Bushmen by the Europeans, 
were hunter-gatherers. A small San population still lives in South Africa.  

The majority of South Africa's Asian population is Indian in origin, many of them descended 
from indentured workers brought to work on the sugar plantations of the eastern coastal area 
then known as Natal in the 19th century. They are largely English-speaking, although many 
also retain the languages of their origins. There is also a significant group of Chinese South 
Africans.  

·  Industry 

The manufacturing sector has evolved over the past 70 years, beginning with light consumer 
industry in the 1920s and expanding into heavy industry with the creation of ISCOR (Iron 
and Steel Corporation of South Africa) in 1928. Industry is localized in Gauteng, Western 
Cape, the Durban-Pinetown area of KwaZulu-Natal, and the Port Elizabeth-Uitenhage 
area of Eastern Cape. 

The largest industrial sector is the metal products and engineering sector dominated by 
ISCOR, now privatized. South Africa is the world's largest gold, platinum, manganese, 
chromium, vanadium, alumino-sillicates and titanium producer; and the second largest 
of vermiculite and zirconium; third for fluorspar; fourth for antimony; and fifth for 
zinc, coal, lead, and uranium. The steel industry feeds a substantial motor vehicle sector, 
which experienced a 14% increase in production from 2000 to 2001. Companies like 



Columbus Stainless Steel and Billiton's Hillside Aluminum Smelter produce processed 
industrial minerals, instead of just primary commodities. A dip in gold prices during the late 
1990s threatened the gold mines, but only temporarily. The mining industry contributes more 
than 50% to exports, and some estimates go up to 70%. 

Other than Swaziland, South Africa is the only African state to produce pulp and paper. The 
clothing and textiles sector and the electronics sector were experiencing strong growth in 
2002, as was the construction sector, which employed 260,000 people. The chemical sector 
centers on sizeable fertilizer production and the Modderfontein explosives factory. The sector 
is also home to the synthetic fuels production industry which, with three plants in operation 
that produce oil and petrochemicals from coal, serves 40% of the nation's motor fuels 
demand. There are four oil refineries in South Africa, with a total production capacity in 2002 
of 469,000 barrels per day. 

 

Industry in South Africa 

 

Karbochem Industrial Facility in South Africa 



 

 

·  Agriculture 
South Africa has a large agricultural sector and is a net exporter of farming products. There 
are almost a thousand agricultural cooperatives and agribusinesses throughout the country, 
and agricultural exports have constituted 8% of South Africa's total exports for the past five 
years. The agricultural industry contributes around 10% of formal employment, relatively low 
compared to other parts of Africa, as well as providing work for casual labourers and 
contributing around 2.6% of GDP for the nation. However, due to the aridity of the land, 
only 13.5% can be used for crop production, and only 3% is considered high potential land.  

Although the commercial farming sector is relatively well developed, people in some rural 
areas still survive on subsistence agriculture. It is the eighth largest wine producer in the 
world, and the eleventh largest producer of sunflower seed. South Africa is a net exporter of 
agricultural products and foodstuffs, the largest number of exported items being sugar, grapes, 
citrus, nectarines, wine and deciduous fruit. The largest locally produced crop is maize (corn), 
and it has been estimated that 9 million tons are produced every year, with 7.4 million tons 
being consumed. Livestock are also popular on South African farms, with the country 
producing 85% of all meat consumed. The dairy industry consists of around 4,300 milk 
producers providing employment for 60,000 farm workers and contributing to the livelihoods 
of around 40,000 others.  

 

In recent years, the agricultural sector has introduced several reforms, some of which are 
controversial, such as land reform and the deregulation of the market for agricultural products. 
Land reform has been criticised both by farmers' groups and by landless workers, the latter 
alleging that the pace of change has not been fast enough, and the former alleging racist 
treatment and expressing concerns that a similar situation to Zimbabwe's land reform policy 
may develop, a fear exacerbated by comments made by the country's deputy president. The 
sector continues to face problems, with increased foreign competition and crime being two of 
the major challenges for the industry. The government has been accused of not devoting 
enough time and money to tackle the problem of farm attacks as opposed to other forms of 
violent crime.  



Another issue which affects South African agriculture is environmental damage caused by 
misuse of the land and global climate change. South Africa is unusually vulnerable to climate 
change and resultant diminution of surface waters. Some predictions show surface water 
supply could decrease by 60% by the year 2070 in parts of the Western Cape To reverse 
the damage caused by land mismanagement, the government has supported a scheme which 
promotes sustainable development and the use of natural resources.  

 

Workers planting on a farm in the central area of Mpumalanga 

 

Farm workers 

 



·  Food 

Seafood, a staple food in South African diets, is plentiful along the country's Atlantic and 
Indian Ocean coastlines. Hake is the most common fish, caught in the Atlantic Ocean waters. 
It is sold as "fish and chips" (pieces of deep-fried fish with French fries)  and pickled. Rock 
lobster, mussels, octopus, and cod are also popular seafood selections, particularly at the 
country's southern tip.  

South Africa's mild climate produces a variety of fruits and vegetables. Potatoes, 
cabbage, corn ("mealies"), sunflower, peppers, and green beans are commonly grown. The 
abundance of rain in the northern tip of the country allows tropical fruits to grow, including 
bananas, pineapples, and mangoes. Such fruits make delicious desserts. 

Dishes of British origin are seasoned and flavorful in South Africa. Spices were added to 
popular meals, such as the meat pie. The Boer (Dutch) Chicken Pie is a crusted chicken 
potpie with plenty of seasonings, topped with eggs and ham. Bobotie, a beef or lamb potpie, 
contains raisins, apples, almonds, and curry powder, a savory seasoning. 

Sausages (made of beef or pork) and sosaties, seasoned lamb on a skewer, are commonly 
eaten at meals. Sosaties are most frequently served at a barbecue, or braai, party and served 
with sauce and biscuits. South Africans make sosaties in different ways, with a variety of 
seasonings to make the meal more flavorful. Other meat favorites are ostrich and chicken. 
Frikkadels ("little hamburgers" usually seasoned with nutmeg) are sometimes served 
wrapped in cabbage leaves. Bredies, meat and vegetable stews of all kinds, are usually named 
for the primary vegetable ingredient (such as carrot bredie or tomato bredie). Wine, water, 
mechow (a fermented beer-like drink made from cornmeal), and tea are often served with 
meals. Rice pudding, melktert (milk custard tart), and cookies remain popular desserts. 

 

Seafood                                           Green Bean Salad is accented by the salty, slightly                                                                  
bitter tang of sliced, stuffed olives. 



Some typical food- 
Boerebeskuit 

 
Boerebeskuit (Farmer rusks) - South African food.  

 
Literally meaning "farmers rusks", a South African food legacy from the Voortrekkers’ 
nomadic way of life. When it was hard to keep things fresh, drying proved to be a good 
preservative. Bread was baked, cut into blocks and then dried in the oven. 
 
Today there are hundreds of recipes and varieties. Dipped in coffee, tea or milk to make it 



soft, it is a delightful light breakfast very early in the morning. Once tasted, most people 
want more. 

Bokkems 
 

 

Bokkems (Wind-dried fish) - South African food.  

 
Bokkems are salted and wind-dried fish, usually "harders" (mullet) or "maasbankers" 
(horse mackerel), which formed an important part of the daily diet in the cape, particularly 
along the west coast. They are layered in a container, salted liberally with coarse salt and 
left overnight in a cool spot. 
 
The next day they are taken from the salt, rinsed lightly, tied in bunches with twine 
threaded through the heads and hung outside to dry in a cool spot with enough air 
circulation. When dried and crisp enough for your liking they can be eaten as a snack food 
like biltong. 



Bredie,...  
 

 
Beef Bredie - South African food 

 
An old Cape colony name for a ragout type of stew of meat (usually mutton) and 
vegetables stewed together so that the flavours intermingle to create a unique taste 
experience. It is called "bredie", derived from the Madagascan word "bredi", introduced 
by the slaves who arrived in the Cape Colony, some of them of Madagascan origin. It 
scores high in the South African food popularity stakes. 
 
What gives a bredie its unique character is the long and slow simmering until the meat and 
vegetables melt together in a rich, thick and full-bodied gravy, which is obtained by using 
meat with a fair amount of bone and fat, rolling it in flour and browning it before the 
vegetables are added. In addition to potatoes and onion there is usually a dominant 
vegetable such as cabbage, beans or pumpkin. 



Chakalaka 
 

 
Chakalaka - South African food. 

 
A delicious relish, highly popular, in particular with the black people. There are a 
multitude of recipes and ingredients that are often included are onions, tomatoes, green 
peppers, carrots, cabbage, baked beans, curry powder, peri-peri, chillies, ginger, fresh 
coriander and whatever the cook feels will distinguish his or hers from anyone else’s. It’s 
vegetarian, it’s spicy, it’s hot. 
 
People disagree as to whether this popular dish is a sauce, a side dish, or a salad. It is often 
served with "mieliepap" (maize meal porridge) and therefore used as a sauce. But it is also 
used as a side dish when served with "samp", (another maize dish) and stews. Chakalaka 
is said to have originated in the townships of Johannesburg. 



Chapati 

 
Chapati - South African food. 

 
Indian unleavened flat-bread made from whole meal or "ata" flour, introduced in South 
Africa by the Indian and Malay people. Chapatis are eaten with curries and all Indian 
savoury dishes, using it in pieces to scoop up the food. It is a type of roti or Indian bread 
made from a dough of flour salt and water. 
 
Balls of dough are rolled out thin into discs of approximately 12 cm in diameter and baked 
in a very hot frying pan. Each disc is then held for about half a second directly into an 
open flame, causing it to puff up with steam like a balloon. Served to accompany any 
meal, or for breakfast or a snack. 

·  Animals 

Southern Africa is very fortunate to have the largest variety of animals in the world. 
It is home to more than 800 bird species, 150 mammal species, about 50 snake and 
lizard species, 11 tortoise species and thousands of invertebrate animals like insects 



and arachnids. 
South Africa is in the fortunate position that it is home to the largest landbased mammal 
(the elephant), the tallest (the giraffe), the fastest (the cheetah), the smallest 
("dwergskeerbek"-mouse), the largest non-flying bird (the ostrich) and the largest 
flying bird (the kori bustard).  

Mammals 

The larger mammals can be divided into three groups: herbivore, carnivore and 
omnivores.  
Elephants, hippopotamus, rhinosorous, buffaloes and elands are the largest herbivores 
found in the country. The herbivore group with the largest number is the impala – the 
small red buck that is found almost everywhere. 
The cat family, dog, hyena, otter and mongoose families all form part of the carnivore 
group. Almost all carnivores are hunters except for hyenas that are scavengers.  
Apes, baboons and the pig family are omnivores with the exception of the warthog. 
Surprisingly the ugly warthog lives from grass and leaves. 

 

Hyena 



 

Elands 

 Reptiles 

Reptiles are cold blooded, scaly animals. More than 400 reptiles are found in Southern 
Africa. About 130 snake species occur in Southern Africa but only a tenth is poisonous.  
The smallest land tortoise (speckled "padloper") that is only up to 8,5 cm long and the 
largest land tortoise (mountain tortoise) that weighs up to 40 kg, are both found in 
Southern Africa.  
The well-known "leeurugseatortoise" (the largest tortoise in the world) which weighs up 
to 600 kg, is found in the coastal areas of Northern-Zululand . It grows up to 2 metres tall 
and the female lays her eggs on the beaches. They lay up to 1000 eggs in a breading 
season. 

 

Mountain tortoise 
 



Birds 

The South African coast is home to a variety of seabirds. Many are indigenous to this part 
of the world whilst others migrate mainly from Europe to stay here during summer. There 
are 16 different penguin species living in the southern hemisphere but the Jackass 
penguin is the only one that lives in the coastal areas of South Africa. They lay their eggs 
in holes in the ground or under a layer of rock to protect it from the sun. 
The largest bird on earth, the ostrich, is found in large numbers in South Africa. It is 
mainly farmed for its feathers, skin, eggs and cholesterol-free meat. The ostrich is unique, 
although it can't fly, it runs up to 50km per hour over short distances. 

 

Ostrich 

Marine life  
Although a fairly large variety of marine life is found around the South African coast, 
only a limited number of species of fresh water fish (100) occur in South African rivers. 
This is mainly due to the fact that South Africa is a dry country. 

 



 

      Insects and arachnids 

      Insects are the most abundant animal species on earth. The are more than a million insect 
species on earth and more than 100 000 can be found in South Africa. Many insects are 
useful but they can also be pests. 
The praying mantis is one of the interesting insects found in South Africa. For centuries it 
was a symbol of holiness for the San people - the first people that lived in South Africa. 
 
The Baboon spider is a ground dwelling hairy spider and considered one of the largest 
spiders in the world. It ranges in size from 2 to 6 cm in body length, but is not poisonous. 

 

Baboon spider 
 



Amphibians 

      Frogs, toads, water salamanders and salamanders form the group of amphibians. 
The only type of amphibians that occur in South Africa is frogs and toads. 
The smallest frog is the micro-frog, which is only 1,8 mm long and is on the list of 
endangered species. 
Surprisingly the ghost frog is only found on Table Mountain. It lives in the fast flowing 
streams on the mountain, is very scarce and endangered. The name ghost frog stems from 
the fact that it is only seen at night.        

 

Micro frog 

SOUTH AFRICA WILDLIFE - THE "BIG 5" 
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Elephants 

 

Leopard 

 

 

Lion 



 

Rhino 
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